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Is the End Near of False Alarm? EU Crises in the media
“Welcome to the European Union, where for every crisis we have a summit”



Different EU Crises on the media and how they’ve been reported
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Different EU Crises on the media and how they’ve been reported



Ice-breaking questions

✤How do you choose outlets that you read, listen or 
see? 

✤Based on what criteria do you select your 
information ad how do you process it? 

✤What are the latest evolutions and developments 
about the EU that you know about?



✤ Beginning at the end of 2009, the Eurozone debt crisis saw 
several member states, including Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece 
and Spain (PIIGS), facing severe economic challenges; 

✤ This challenges were characterised by high levels of public debt, 
banking sector instability, and recession.  

✤ Media coverage focused on bailout negotiations, austerity 
measures, and the broader implications for the stability of the 
euro currency and the EU.

The Eurozone Crisis





✤ It asked Greeks to approve or reject the specific 
terms laid out by Greece's creditors: "Should the 
agreement plan submitted by the European 
Commission, European Central Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund to the Eurogroup and 
consisting of two parts, which form their single 
proposal, be accepted?  

✤ The first document is titled "Reforms for the 
completion of the Current Program and Beyond" and 
the second "Preliminary Debt sustainability 
Analysis."  

✤ "Not approved/NO (61,31%) 

✤  Approved/YES” (38,69%)

Greek Bailout Referendum 
question



✤ The role of the ECB: restoring confidence the 
Euro currency and stabilising markets through 
interest rates cuts, liquidity injections; 

✤ Bailout Programmes: The (In)Famous Troika 
(loans conditioned by heavy reforms); 

✤ The European Stabil i ty Mechanism: A 
permanent rescue fund set up in 2012 to 
provide loans to financially distressed euro 
area countries. A financial power up to 500 
billions euros, with 80 billions capital and 420 
billions that can be loaned through bonds 
(obligations) issued on capital markets; 

How the Eurozone Crisis Ended

https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-exit-bailout-monitor-austerity-economy/


✤ Peaked in 2015, the migration crisis saw a large influx of refugees 
and migrants from conflict-affected zones in the Middle East, Africa, 
and Asia seeking asylum in Europe; 

✤ Media coverage highlighted the humanitarian challenges, political 
debates over immigration policy, and tensions within the EU over 
burden-sharing and border control measures, with a particular 
focus on Angela’s Merkel leadership and the rise of far-right 
extremists parties. There were also links between migratory flows 
and terrorist attacks in Western Europe;

The Migration Crisis



“We can do this!”/ “Wir schaffen das!”

https://www.dw.com/en/merkel-germany-refugees/a-54769229


✤ The crisis has not ended completely, but there were steps taken like EU - Turkey 
Agreement (2016), closure of migration routes and humanitarian assistance to 
countries of origin or other countries outside the EU; 

✤ The global pandemic reduced the inflows because of restrictions; 

✤ Spot on: Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN) - a network of frontline 
practitioners that exchange knowledge and to prevent and counter violent 
extremism (anti-racism, islamophobia, anti-semitism). 

✤ Issues remaining: integration of migrants and refugees 

✤ EU Migration policies… (next slide)

How it ended (or not)?

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/radicalisation-awareness-network-ran/about-ran_en


The agreement covers five key proposals of the Pact:  

- Screening Regulation: Creating uniform rules concerning the identification of non-EU nationals upon their 
arrival, thus increasing the security within the Schengen area.  

- Eurodac Regulation: Developing a common database gathering more accurate and complete data to detect 
unauthorised movements.  

- Asylum Procedures Regulation: Making asylum, return and border procedures quicker and more effective.  

- Asylum Migration Management Regulation: Establishing a new solidarity mechanism amongst Member 
States to balance the current system, where a few countries are responsible for the vast majority of asylum 
applications, and clear rules on responsibility for asylum applications.  

- Crisis and Major Force Regulation: Ensuring that the EU is prepared in the future to face situations of crisis, 
including instrumentalisation of migrants.

New Pact on Migration and Asylum of the EU (agreed in 
December 2023!!!)



https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/11/29/eu-countries-need-to-curb-irregular-migration-to-prevent-far-right-surge-says-manfred-webe
https://www.caleaeuropeana.ro/o-zi-care-va-ramane-in-istoria-ue-consiliul-si-parlamentul-european-au-ajuns-la-un-acord-privind-pactul-pentru-migratie-si-azil-intelegere-cheie-pentru-extinderea-schengen-cu-romania-si-bulgaria/


✤ The United Kingdom's decision to leave the EU, 
known as Brexit, triggered an unprecedented 
situation.  

✤ Media coverage of Brexit encompassed UK-EU 
negotiations between the UK, debates in the British 
Parliament, broader implications for trade, security, 
and the future of the EU (spill-over effect?).

The most used work of the previous decade: Brexit



✤ June 23, 2016 - The Brexit process began with a referendum in which UK citizens voted to leave 
the EU by a narrow margin of 51.9% to 48.1% (Approx. 17 to 16 millions votes); 

✤ March 29, 2017 - The UK government formally triggered the Article 50 of TEU, initiating the 
withdrawal process; 

✤ October 17, 2019 - The Withdrawal agreement that outlined arrangements for the UK's financial 
obligations, citizens' rights, and the Irish border, among other issues; 

✤ By January 31, 2020 - The agreement  was ratified by the UK Parliament and the European 
Parliament; 

✤ 2020 - A whole year of transition period while the UK still adhered to EU rules; 

✤ From 2021 - A Trade and Cooperation Agreement governs the relationship between EU and UK;

Brexit timeline



Brexit: Feeling the power of the media



Insightful charts (Reuters Institute)

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2018-11/Presentation_of_Key_Findings_The_Press_and_the_Referendum_Campaign_20th_Sept.pdf


A view (not necessarily the position of the EU)

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/library/library-blog/posts/how-press-propaganda-paved-the-way-to-brexit-by-francis-rawlinson/


European Media take on Brexit

https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/12/29/brexit-draft-deal-first-of-many-hurdles-to-a-smooth-exit


Failing in being impartial: 
Bias? Opinions?

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/oct/27/brexit-bias-bbc-faces-a-difficult-balancing-act-in-polarised-nation


Both realistic and emotional coverage



Follow-up questions

✤What have you observed in the way media 
covers EU crises? 

✤What differences have you spotted?



EU Institutional 
Communication 

and Transparency
Inside the Press 
Rooms



Ice-breaking questions

✤What does the EU aim when it communicates to 
the public?



✤ Objectives: to inform citizens, to engage with stakeholders, to promote EU 
values and achievements, to enhance credibility, to counter misinformation 

✤ Channels (instruments): own websites, press releases, press briefings, 
own broadcasting feeds, own photo-video materials, social media 

✤ Messaging styles: transparent, relevant, coordination and alignment, 
dialogue with stakeholders and citizens 

Overarching goal: to promote transparency and accountability in order to 
generate engagement and get legitimacy and effectiveness of EU policies;

EU Communication: Overcoming the “Brussels Buble”



Exiting the bubble by touching base with citizens



✤ Trust (like really), but verify (the devil is within the details); 

✤ Build working relations with spokespersons, press officers, Commissioners assistants, 
MEPs assistants (go grab even a coffee with them); 

✤ Take part to background (technical) meetings; 

✤ Learn the way they pick journalists for Q&A sessions; 

✤ The appreciate direct dialogue and tough, but informed, questions; 

✤ Be aware of the “nationalising success and Europeanising failure” and the other way 
around; 

✤ Advance further in your news than “EU PR”;

Journalist takeaways from “inside/ outside the press rooms”



Reporting from the outside: International coverage of the EU



Reporting from the outside:  
US media coverage of the EU

https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/14/europe/europe-crises-intl-analysis/index.html


Reporting from the outside: US media coverage of the EU
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Reporting from the outside: US media coverage of the EU



✤ Several layers and angles of reporting: 

- Interest in accession process and negotiation progress; 

- Coverage of EU funds and financing programs; 

- Analysis of EU policies, values and standards; 

- Debate on EU enlargement; 

- Monitoring EU institutions and enlargement process;

Reporting from the outside: Candidate countries media 
coverage of the EU



Check-out

✤What are your main takeaways from today’s 
class?
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