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Ice-breaking question

✤What do you know about the EU Elections?



EU Elections: democratic rendez-vous with citizens

Key Points: 

- Held every 5 years since 1979; 

- Electoral system based on proportional representation system, and own national electoral 
rules; 

- Campaigning; 

- European political parties (families); 

- Role of the European Parliament; 

- Outcome and Impact; 



EU Elections: Media coverage

Styles of reporting: 

- National vs. European perspective; 

- Political parties and candidates; 

- Public Opinion, polls, trends; 

- European Issues and Policies (wishful thinking?); 

- Results and Analysis; 

- EU Institutions and Leadership; 



EU Elections: Examples of media coverage



EU Elections: Think tank coverages

https://carnegieeurope.eu/2018/12/11/2019-european-parliament-elections-will-change-eu-s-political-dynamics-pub-77922
https://ecfr.eu/special/the_2019_european_election/


EU Elections: Institutional Communication

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3tErFvAgag&t=37s&ab_channel=EuropeanParliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4PvZSGbd8E&ab_channel=EuropeanParliament


Ice-breaking questions

✤What is the Spitzenkandidaten System? 

✤ It has been successful or is it a dead process?



EU Elections: Spitzenkandidaten Process

Key Points: 

- Origin; 

- Lead Candidates; 

- Selection and Campaigning within European political parties (families); 

- European Council and European Parliament approval; 

- Democratic legitimacy or at least addressing the democratic deficit; 



EU Elections: Spitzenkandidaten Process 2014 vs. 2019



EU Elections: Spitzenkandidaten Process 2014 vs. 2019



EU Elections: Spitzenkandidaten Outcome

2014: 

With 422 votes in favour, the European Parliament elected Jean-Claude Juncker as President of the new 
European Commission to take office on 1 November 2014 for a five year term. The minimum number of 
votes required was 376. For the first time in the history of the EU, the European Parliament elected - 
and not merely approved - the President of the European Commission following a proposal by the 
European Council, according to the rules laid down in the Lisbon Treaty (December 2009). 

2019: 

With 383 votes in favour, the European Parliament elected Ursula von der Leyen President of the next 
European Commission to take office on 1 November 2019 for a five-year term as the first female in this 
position. 383 members voted in favour, 327 against, and 22 abstained. Parliament was comprised by 747 
MEPs, so the threshold needed to be elected was 374 votes (50%+1). 



EU Elections: Media and Institutional headlines after the 
first Spitzenkandidaten



Ice-breaking question

✤Based on US and EU media information, how 
would you describe the EU as a global player?



The EU as a global player in the media

✤Several layers of coverage: 

- Political & diplomatic engagement: G7, G20, UN, Asia, Africa, US; 

- Foreign Policy actions, with a focus on trade and economic relations, development 
cooperation, climate action and sustainability, global health and pandemic response; 

- Security and Defence; 

- International Partnerships; 

- Promotion of values and soft power abilities; 

- Strong focus now: Russia-Ukraine war;



The EU as a global player in the media

✤Several EU proposals, actions and tools: 

- A global treaty on preventing pandemics; 

- COVAX Facility; 

- The Strategic Compass; 

- Sanctions against Russia & European Peace Facility support for Ukraine 

- EU Global Gateway; 

- EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime; 

- EU CSDP Missions: Iraq, Ukraine, Moldova, Libya, Kosovo, Bosnia, Armenia, Georgia, Mali;

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/missions-and-operations_en#9620


The EU as a global player seen through the eyes of 
European leaders

✤Strategic autonomy/ sovereignty; 

✤Economic security; 

✤Learning the language of power; 

✤Geopolitical Europe/ Geopolitical Union; 

✤A stronger Europe in partnership with the US; 

✤A real Defence Union; 

✤A technological, climate, digital leader;



The EU as a global player: Some media samples



The EU as a global player: Some media samples



The EU as a global player: Some think tank samples



The EU as a global player: Some institutional samples



The EU as a global player: Some Romanian samples



Ice-breaking questions

✤When you hear the word “SOTEU” what comes 
in your mind? 

✤What do you know so far about EU’s 
enlargement and reform process?



SOTEU: The State of the European Union address

✤An annual speech delivered by the 
President of the European Commission 
to the European Parliament.  

✤Key points: 

- Democratic accountability & legitimacy, 
achievements, priorities, symbolic 
moment of reflection, renewal and 
communicating vision for the future of the 
EU; 



SOTEU: How does the media approach it

✤ Key points priorities; 

✤ Political and policies priorities; 

✤ Political reactions from MEPs and EU leaders; 

✤ Analysis and commentaries on progress, 
achievements, failures, future outlook etc.;



SOTEU: Answering the call of history



EU Enlargement & Reform: How does the media approach it

✤ Enlargement: Focus on progress, 
m i l e s t o n e s , c h a p t e r s o f 
negotiations, backslides, challenges, 
political dynamic and public opinion; 

✤ R e f o r m : F o c u s o n p o l i t i c a l 
p r o p o s a l s , i m p a c t , l e a d e r s 
reactions, power play games, sides 
& w e i g h t s , l i n k s b e t w e e n 
enlargement and reform;



EU Enlargement and Reform: Some media samples



EU Enlargement and Reform: Some Romanian samples



Check-out

✤What is my key conclusion after today’s class? 


